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Introduction
Our spiritual, mythological and philosophical concepts are our attempt to lay order on every level of human experience that is common to all mankind.  These often symbolic systems endeavor to bring order to the chaos of the human unconscious, helping frame the macrocosm of the universal unconscious within which the microcosm of the singular, personal psyche is immersed.  In the unconscious there exists a primary structure, which is formed around pre-existent spiritual paradigms, or symbolic ‘archetypes’.  In this sense all symbolic systems derive from the reservoir of the collective unconscious, our timeless inheritance and the resting-place of our ancestors.

The unconscious is by definition, ‘not conscious’ driven.  Although rich with imagery and rife with allegory, until ordered, it is a chaotic collage of hues all superimposed into an unfathomable, infinite blur.  To arrive at a symbol’s meaning it is necessary to slip past the rational and logical to heed the call of the unconscious.  The myriad of symbols work to canonise the plethora forms that consciousness adopts so it can emerge accessible, with a sense of purpose, clarity and meaning.  Yet with an ageless stamp, the symbolic confines an energetic essence, transcending both language and culture by reaching beyond the power of a word, sound and representation.  The Tarot is a symbolic system that holds, at its very core, a story.  But just as each card holds its own pictorial story, it also holds a number.  To the ancients, the world was like God’s mirror, it was Unity manifested.  Clearly if equate Unity to oneness, then the world even in all its division is still a reflection of the whole, and within this reflection can grow only ideas.  Holding immutable laws, numbers are the building blocks of life and only within their different characters do they express fluid ideas.  These ideas, acting as signs are less open to interpretation than say symbols, which have inexhaustible meaning.

Interestingly the Tarot, with its twenty-two Major Arcana archetypal trumps, is believed to be the spiritual descendent of the ancient Kabbalah’s twenty-two letters.  Captured in the Tarot hero’s pilgrimage through these twenty-two allegorical images is the soul’s journey through this lifetime, and throughout its many life times.  The Kabbalah is an ancestor of another corresponding system that also holds twenty-two numbers at its centre named The Reading of the Soul’s Contract.  When used in application to an individual’s birth name, this little known-channeled Hebrew based system is a tool, assigning a numeral value with a meaning to help define a person’s challenges, talents and potential.  Bringing together the vast knowledge of Major Arcana with the relatively unexplored Soul Contract could function to demystify and uncover new terrain.  Potentially then the Tarot could be seen as much more than a divination tool, its symbols elevated, its archetypes given substance as living and breathing within us.  Perhaps this would serve to validate both the Tarot and the Soul Contract further, reinforcing their value and worth as built on cosmic principles.


  The Emperor as the number 4
 “And the angels saw how these four weak elements, the dry, the moist, the cold and the warm, were laid in the hollow of his hand.  And then God made Adam”.  As this biblical source supports, the number four is the symbol of earth, manifestation and the sharing of abundance. The four seasons and four phases of the moon provide our reference point in space and time, the four compass points allow for our navigation and the four walls in a room help us feel safe and secure all correspond to outer and inner reference point to the world.  The Emperor too reigns in the material world, and he represents the active masculine ordering of it through patriarchy, governed by logocentrism.  His scepter, in his right hand indicates an active influence over nature.  But this is a gentle paternal symbol who dispensing rule without arrogance or fear.  He is secure and at total ease on his throne, his panoramic view grounds him in his reality with a leg cocked casually to the side in a traditional male pose that importantly forms a triangle – the domination of spirit over matter.  Through the passive influence of the number four, this benevolent despot radiates only a deep sense of inner and outer peace.

Representing both the soul contract and trump number four, the Emperor reflects our attempt to impose civilisation on what it views as primitive, unbridled nature.  So to fully communicate the challenges of the Emperor, it is first necessary to look to its relationship with the previous card, The Empress.  While deeply enveloped in the passive and permanence of the Empress’s maternal security blanket, entering into the Emperor’s masculine order is particularly challenging.  His world of difference, posed by the ‘I’ is a threat.  Movement from the protection of the womb to the bosom-less kingdom of the Emperor is not easy, where over-indulgence in the Empress’s fertile garden mutates into neediness or even self-indulgence.  The succor of a protective maternal cloak, the clinging to a mother’s leg while incessantly hiding in her shadow doubtlessly impedes any entering into the world of ‘I’.  While a passive confinement and suffocation within the mother/child relationship is tough to bear, it is often the path of least resistant, as for some the severing of the umbilical cord leaves emotional scares so deep that to heal takes a lifetime.

Distinctive to the Emperor energy is transition into the world of ‘I’ but also our navigation and growth within it.  As Thierens aptly writes “some authors say this card [Emperor] means 'realisation' that is correct so far as this word means an inner realising of the significance of outer facts: the gathering of the harvest of experience, which will become the store of memory.”  If we can’t harvest from our experience, we feel depleted in energies that create abundance.  Accessing and processing information, particularly absorbing, ordering and retaining new information proves a challenge and other communication difficulties hamper progress; results are slowly produced through other resources such as will and perseverance.  An impenetrable and foreign outer world requires inner self-preservation; a protective suit of armour worn around chest serves to guard the heart from further combat.   Animals hold no threat though, and dwelling in their instinctive realm opens up a new way of interpreting and interacting with the world.  Within the cradle-like sanctuary of the non-verbal world of animals there lies meaning and a way in to a different way of being. 

In many ways though, societal mechanisms that order the outer world actually work to provide security in our inner world.   Monetary system, laws and commerce all gauge the temperature of our society’s health, and in reflection, our own.  In the same light, the Emperor symbolises our psyche’s attempt to order and arrange material reality within.  As the four swings to its extremes, we observe a complex relationship with money.  While outwardly, money acts as a measure of exchange and value, inwardly it shapes our self-worth; this equates to the more money we have, the more we are worth.  Associating having no money with being worthless, we conclude we need compete and control in order to generate more money and secure our place in the ego-centred world.  Not knowing that real security comes from within self-worth fluctuates with our perception of our own material wealth.  Ironically, as we realise money is a substitute for genuine security, we give our consent to material insecurity.  It is in the letting go and moving in tandem with the pendulum that our hearts open to generosity.  Self-assured we can now trust in our divine right to manifest, create and expand our material world coming from a source deep within.

The wheel as the number 10

From cards eight Justice to fifteen The Devil runs a common theme of balance and equilibrium and in this midway between heaven and earth, is the number ten The Wheel.   Here the quintessential nature of the zero is now joined by the number one.  We see depicted primitive beasts moving up, down and around with the wheel’s incessant orbit, helpless to the cosmic processes.  Anubis, ascending to the right, symbolises good, Typhon descending to the left symbolises evil, and balancing the two is the Sphinx suspended at the wheel’s centre.  As a non-linear system, a line without a beginning or end, the wheel operates outside of relativity, our home of boundaries and judgements, it combines the past, present and future together to form only the eternal moment of now, the Unity-principle dot at the centre.  Here symbolising man’s ego-unity, number one now understands the nature of the heavenly zero and chooses to stand beside it with detachment and equanimity.  The wheel’s law of balance “everything that goes up, shall go down” perpetuating the eternal and enduring argument of fate, karma or even victim of circumstance, versus free will, the idea of command, or even supremacy. 

As we move through life, we often ask, “why things happen” and question, “who is the author of our lives”.  Seeking answers we question how much control we actually have over our lives, and is there such a thing as fate and destiny, and if there is how much can we escape it or shape it?  When we overly question ourselves, we cast doubt and turn our attention inwards, putting ourselves on the tortuous wheel, ensuring we stay caught in its repetitive, self-chastising motion.  When we are not casting ourselves as the main culprit in our lives, we disparagingly brand the world around us guilty answerable for our mistakes and in need of domination or even punishment.  How much we churn and dizzy ourselves on life’s merry-go round depends on our relative position on the wheel and the rate of its spin.  Life can happen to us as a trial or, we choose to be agents of our experience, forging life, and see circumstances as opportunities.

The wheel is symbolic of the way we interact and balance the polarities within the world.  Viewing the wheel as a representative of the Western and Eastern and worlds, the west on the circle edge knows itself through freedom and motion and the east at the centre through devotion, wholeness and constancy.  As we have seen the nature of the vicious circle can play out destructively, with addictive behaviours and chastising introspection, both stubborn extremes sabotage rather than facilitate change.  We advance through working reciprocally together, imaginatively with the outer world to access an inner truth and creatively with the internal landscape to facilitate trust of people.  In this way, as we position ourselves on any one point on the wheel, this point of reference is always in motion and time appears continuous.  As we come to reference the eternally binding present moment, we can begin to experience freedom from its extremes.

The Moon as the number 18

Moving to card eighteen the Moon, we are suddenly plunged into a very present scene, which in many ways holds only the past.  Now positioned out of the picture, at the edge of a scene plunged in darkness, we have only the Moon’s eerie illuminant glow for our path and we feel a sense of destitution.  Confronted by what we perceive as a foreboding path ahead, it takes a real leap of faith to urge the intrepid traveller forward on his journey.  At this pivotal point in the journey, our perceptions of what is real and not real are challenged; our insight into this scene rests not on accumulated knowledge, but on our choice of perceptions.  Taking a step towards the prehistoric crayfish glistening we imagine that it offers itself up as a stepping stone.  Throwing our attention to the “servile spirits (the dog) [and] savage souls (the wolf)”, we choose to view them as no more than mere façades to our destruction.  

Until this point, the traveller has been unsure of his step, discerning the right path has been a struggle, but now moving through this card he confronts his own inner darkness.  Making men mad, the Luna exhumes our fears by reflecting our own shrouded, inner nature.  Understanding our essence though often involves an outward journey too, and moving through this energy requires an instinctive search through the world.  Almost like a vanquished soul with only a glimmer of moonlight for his path, the pilgrim is looking to his geography now for an understanding of his inner self.  Meeting with uncertainty on his travels, he becomes acquainted with the passing, flowing and ebbing of life.  The learning here is that there can be no mistakes, which finally allowing the lost soul to relinquish the eons of past shame and guilt amassed through past lives.  The challenge of the eighteen is in taking those decisive brave steps forward without having any fixed guarantees.  

Under the moon’s faint glow, forms appear distorted objects nebulous and our mind twists and bends what we think we perceive.  But the moonlight throws a different illumination on our surroundings; categories merge together and nothing is plain to the eye.  Before we see the dark perhaps we are being asked to look first for the light, for in the God’s world there is only light.  Not to be confused with seeing only the light with no acknowledgement of the dark, it is rather seeing the dark as just a different shade of light, which is the dichotomy of our existence.  Turning towards her suggestive light our eyes become accustomed to her silhouettes, and in moving through this card, similarly the light and dark grow indistinguishable.  Now the moon’s light reaches obliquely to us in the darkness and the material world is lit only by its reflection.  Perhaps now with his newly required awareness of our world, our traveller’s psyche can begin to ascend.

The Fool as the number 0 and 22

There has been much speculation around the relationship of the Fool to the other twenty-one cards, mainly revolving around whether it should be placed at the beginning or the end of the deck.  In some card sets the Fool is assigned the number twenty-two, in others it is the zero, either way, it seems to elude us.  But this grappling with the Fool’s meaning epitomises our own struggle with the illusionary relative world.  What exactly is the purpose of this aimless, homeless, ragged figure – perhaps his simple garments are there to deceive those who can’t pierce the veil of illusion and see ourselves in him.  In this way, the Fool is reminding us that we are divine innocence beneath the clothes, and we do not need to create our persona as much as we need to let go of the disguise.  In this sense, the Fool certainly does manifest the zero’s eternal power, but because of his extraneous nature to the other trumps, which perform perfunctory expressions in comparison to him, this fact is almost now immaterial, 

The Fool, like the twenty-two acts by insight, not by eyesight, hidden to the senses its articulation comes directly from the source.  Coming from this place of intuitive wisdom rather than logic and judgment, there is realisation of their own completeness, a formidable self-belief and embracing self-acceptance.  The Fool and twenty-two are multi-dimensional, they move outside space and time.  They belong no where and everywhere, and in wandering through the cards (we decide when to entertain the joker of the pack) or even past lives, they have access to total creative freedom, and are here in total service.  Together they are not to be tied down to one expression for they encompass all possibilities.

Within this drive to walk the unique, never trodden before path, lies a burden.  Knowing no inhibition and sometimes bordering on arrogance he can choose to isolate himself from society, point blank refusing to acknowledge the paths of the many.  With no interest in belonging to the institutions of this world he sees himself as a divinely sanctioned dissident.  Even more extreme though, knowing his own ability to manifest and create anything he chooses, he can paint himself as God.  As the society’s commentator and social outcast, he is there to remind us of our own impulse towards disorder and chaos, and we should entertain him as he entertains us, being careful to not let him creep into the background where he can wreak a havoc of his own.

From this we can see why some of those holding the twenty-two karma experience delusions.  This energy easily regresses into blind arrogance, heedless to the needs of others and ignorant to its own foolishness.  Placing their own entitlement above those of their fellow men, they speak in riddles alluding to an egotistical truth.  For this reason it is no mistake that Shakespeare renders King Lear a mad fool, roaming in his heath of a kingdom who is led ‘to sanity’ by  “Edgar disguised as a fool”.  It is this service energy, which saves itself through saving humanity, who can incite the wrath of God while claiming himself Saviour.  The fool can lead us to insanity, and it can also be our awakening.  At its worst, The Fool fights establishment, refusing to work with or within it and, at its best, The Fool takes us on a pioneering journey into the unknown, forging new paths.  Perhaps being able to laugh at ones foolishness and admit the Fool into our lives is the real trick to keeping the Fool in check.  
If we were to pursue our explorations into the relationship between numbers and archetypes, we would begin discussing the relationship between numbers themselves, as these energies play out in us.  So although rudimentary, this preliminary exploration does accomplish a couple of things.  We can now begin to see these two systems as collaborative, and perhaps the numbers and cards do not form a purely arbitrary system, placed together with cosmic principles and absolute laws at the core.  A harmonious confluence serves to further enlarge and extend each system, the whole being far greater than the sum of the parts.  Also with this sort of exploration we go some way to authenticate the relationship between the microcosm and the macrocosm.  As well as living and breathing within and around us, numbers now have a spiritual basis that shows the divine order in our seemingly chaotic personal expressions and experiences, arguably the same kind of step by step order of events in the evolution of the cosmos.  As embodying archetypal forces, we too are now permanently woven into the web of universal unconsciousness, and we choose if to work with these energies, balancing the pendulum, or remain unaware of their latent potential.  Indefinable creative forces extend throughout all things, the Divine Trinity, the seven planets and the twelve signs of the Zodiac as to name a few, and while above, it or they too are not outside of numbers and symbols.  As a divine signature these twenty-two symbols and numbers seem to stamp the Cosmos, while we carve out our lives.
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